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Grammar Intro - Use the with unique items, geographical regions, superlatives, and specific 
references. Use no article (Ø) for generalizations, plural/uncountable nouns, abstract concepts, 
and most country names. 
• Example: Ø Education is vital, but the education I received at university was exceptional.


Activity 1: Insert "a", "an", "the", or "Ø" 
Fill in the blanks with a, an, the, or Ø (zero article).

1. ______ honesty is always the best policy in business.

2. He was elected as ______ chairman of the committee last week.

3. We had ______ lunch at that famous restaurant by ______ River Thames.

4. ______ Mount Everest is the highest mountain in ______ world.

5. She has been playing ______ cello since she was seven years old.


Activity 2: General vs. Specific 
Choose the or Ø (zero article) based on general vs. specific meaning.

1. ( Ø / The ) Life in big cities can be very stressful for young professionals.

2. I love listening to ( Ø / The ) music while I work.

3. ( Ø / The ) Life of Steve Jobs inspired millions of tech entrepreneurs.

4. ( Ø / The ) music played at yesterday's concert was breathtaking.

5. ( Ø / The ) Knowledge is power, but ( Ø / the ) knowledge of local markets is crucial.


Activity 3: Error Spotter 
Find the article mistake in each sentence and correct it.

1. She goes to the work by the train every morning. _______________________________________

2. The United Kingdom is part of the Europe.  ____________________________________________

3. I spent a hour looking for my keys this morning.  _______________________________________

4. He went to the prison to visit his client.  _______________________________________________

5. They are studying the human behavior in social psychology. _____________________________


Activity 4: Geographic & Proper Noun Rules 
Correct the article errors in these geographic and institution names.

1. I have always wanted to visit Netherlands and Bahamas. ________________

2. She studied law at Harvard University in United States. ________________

3. We crossed Atlantic Ocean on a luxury cruise ship. ________________

4. Lake Geneva is located on the border between France and Switzerland. ________________

5. They climbed Alps during their winter vacation. ________________
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Answer Key

Activity 1:

1. Ø

2. Ø (or: the)

3. Ø / the

4. Ø / the

5. the


Activity 2:

1. Ø

2. Ø

3. The

4. The

5. Ø / the


Activity 3:

1. She goes to Ø work by Ø train every morning.

2. The United Kingdom is part of Ø Europe.

3. I spent an hour looking for my keys this morning.

4. (Correct if client is an inmate; if visiting as a lawyer, "the prison" is correct—accept both 

with context).

5. They are studying Ø human behavior in social psychology.


Activity 4:

1. ...visit the Netherlands and the Bahamas.

2. ...in the United States.

3. ...crossed the Atlantic Ocean...

4. Correct as is (no "the" with Lake).

5. They climbed the Alps...
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