
A / AN


Teacher's Guide: Understanding 'A' and 'An' (Basic Level) 

Lesson Goal: Students will understand and begin to correctly use "a" before words starting with 
a consonant sound and "an" before words starting with a vowel sound.


Target Audience: Basic English learners who can read simple words.


Key Concept: The choice between "a" and "an" depends on the sound of the word that comes 
next.

• Use AN before a vowel sound (like A, E, I, O, U sounds).

• Use A before a consonant sound (all other sounds).


Materials Needed:

• Flashcards or real objects for common kitchen/grocery items (e.g., apple, banana, orange, 

egg, cookie, onion, pear).

• Whiteboard or blackboard for writing key words.


Teacher's Notes:

• Focus on Sound: Emphasize the first sound of the word, not just the letter.

• Model & Repeat: Say "a" and "an" phrases clearly. Have students repeat often.

• Visual Aid: Always show the object or picture as you say the phrase.

• Correct Gently: If a student says "a apple," gently correct with "an apple" and repeat the 

word's initial sound.


Teacher Reading Passage: "Our Grocery List" 

Teacher read this passage aloud.


Mom: "Hi, Mia. Let's make our grocery list for the kitchen." 

	 Mia: "Okay, Mom! I want an apple!" 

Mom: "Good idea, Mia! We need an apple. And we need a banana." 

	 Mia: "Yes! And an orange, please!" 

Mom: "Okay, an orange. What else for dinner? Oh, we need an onion." 

	 Mia: "And a cookie for dessert!" 

Mom: (Laughs) "Alright, a cookie. And let's get an egg for breakfast." 

	 Mia: "And a pear for a healthy snack." 

Mom: "Perfect! Our list has an apple, a banana, an orange, an onion, a cookie, an egg, and a  

pear! That's a good list!"
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