



 

Books 
Different Genres 

(Image borrowed from https://chinadialogue.net/en/climate/8518-chinadialogue-s-
top-books-of-2-15/) 

Fiction = imaginary events and people 

Non-fiction = factual rather than fiction events and people 

Genre Description
Fantasy A story about human suffering
Horror A life story of a person written by the 

person himself
Romance Intended to scare the reader
Biography Storyline that takes place in the American 

West usually during 1850s - early 1900s
Autobiography Magic in a fiction world
Travel Describes or explains the history of a 

country
Tragedy Crime or villains
History A theme of love 
Thriller This is usually an experience the writer had 

in a certain country or region
Western Life story of a person’s life usually written 

by another person
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VOCABULARY ON GENRES
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Teacher’s Key 

Genre Description
Fantasy Magic in a fiction world
Horror Intended to scare the reader
Romance A theme of love 
Biography Life story of a person’s life usually written 

by another person
Autobiography A life story of a person written by the 

person himself
Travel This is usually an experience the writer had 

in a certain country or region
Tragedy A story about human suffering
History Describes or explains the history of a 

country
Thriller Crime or villains
Western Storyline that takes place in the American 

West usually during 1850s - early 1900s
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